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15% 44% 60% 100%

SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS

15% of respondents 
rated their oral health 

status during the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
lower than than it was 
before the pandemic

ORAL HEALTH STATUS

44% of respondents 
stated that the COVID-
19 pandemic has limited 
their access to dental 

care

ACCESS TO CARE

60% of respondents 
believe that COVID-19 
has disproportionately 

affected black Canadians 
in maintaining their oral 
health and overall health

DISPROPORTIONATE EFFECT

100% of respondents 
who could not access 

dental care prior to the 
pandemic stated that the 
reason was they could 

not afford it

AFFORDABILITY



HOW IS COVID-19 AFFECTING THE ORAL HEALTH 

OF BLACK CANADIANS?

Black Canadians are more 
likely to have jobs that put 
them at a higher risk of 
contracting COVID-19

JOBS

Black Canadian 
neighborhoods are often 
hotspots for virus 
transmission

NEIGHBORHOODS

Because of a higher 
incidence of COVID-19, 

black Canadian populations 
are more likely to miss 

routine dental care

MISSED APPOINTMENTS

Because they are in COVID 
hotspots, dental offices 
serving black Canadian 

communities are more likely 
to close

CLINIC CLOSURES



DIVERSITY IN DENTISTRY
“Access ib i l i ty  u l t imate ly  comes down to 

f ind ing  a  denta l  pract i ce  that  i s  
comfor tab le  and access ib le  for  

minor i t ies .”

1 MENTORSHIP PROGRAM

So far, the mentorship program has connected over 75 
minority pre-dental students in Canada to current dental 
students across Canadian faculties to assist applicants on 
their journey. This service is free of charge.

2 VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS

Attended by up to 100 students at a time, the Virtual 
Workshops consist of panelists of current dentists who 
review the components of the application process and offer 
personal advice.

3 YouTube DIVERSITY TALK SERIES

The Diversity Talk Series interviews unique dental 
professionals such as military dentists, sports dentists, and 
other specialists. The objective is to display representation 
and encourage underrepresented individuals to pursue 
dentistry.


