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Dr. Bruce Ward Welcomes You to the Pacific Dental Conference, 2019 

Dr. O'Keefe: It's certainly not too early to be planning the conventions you're going to attend 
during 2019, one of the biggest meetings in Canada is the Pacific Dental 
Conference held every year in Vancouver in March; and in 2019, it's going to be 
from March 7 to 9. In order to find out about the conference and what's new 
and cool, I've caught up with Dr. Bruce Ward, who is the Chair of the Organizing 
Committee. Bruce, what's new and cool about PDC 2019? 

Dr. Ward: Well we try to make it different every year. Just a little something here and 
there. Something that we don't want it to be the same meeting every year and 
one of the areas that's really big for us this year; and I think it's one of the 
biggest differences in this PDC is our speaker lineup. We have about 150 
sessions at the PDC and every speaker that we give has been vetted and looked 
at by our organizing group, by our scientific committee. And this year I think we 
had the largest number of speakers that have never spoken at the Pacific Dental 
Conference before and quite often you look at the speaker lineup for 
conventions and conferences and it's a lot of the same people again, but this 
year we've got a really great line-up of new speakers that we've all scouted and 
we've vetted them and check them out and I think people are gonna be very 
happy with the lineup. 

Dr. Ward: There'll be something for everyone and people that they've never seen before. 
So, that for me that's probably the biggest thing that's happening this year. Plus, 
this is the largest number of hands-on courses that we've ever given. We have 
over 45 courses where people can come and actually do clinical dentistry. 
They'll be able to, you know, have to do restorative dentistry or surgery or 
stainless-steel crowns. We have, and this is the largest number we've ever had 
at the convention as well, and they're very popular and they've already started 
to get full, which is great for us. 

Dr. O'Keefe: Why should a dentist from Ottawa for, or from the east coast someplace like 
Halifax or St. John's travel across the country in March to Vancouver for the PDC 
conference? 

Dr. Ward: Well, there's lots of reasons to come to Vancouver. Of course, it's, I think one of 
the most beautiful cities in the world. People from all around the world come to 
Vancouver. And, if you'll look behind yourself, that picture is taken in March. I 
don't know what Toronto or Calgary, or other parts of the country look like, but 
that's kind of how it looks in March here. And, yes, and some of the, some of the 
tulips will just be starting to come up and some of the blossoms on the trees at 
that point. And if you look at the mountains behind you, just on the other side is 
whistler, you can see there's a little bit of snow on the mountains, there and for 
people who like to ski and winter sports or even just an amazing experience of 
being in a winter town, whistler's about an hour's drive away. And, so you can 
run on the seawall in the morning, maybe play a round of golf in the afternoon  
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and then go skiing for the rest of the day for the rest of the weekend while 
you're there. 

Dr. O'Keefe: Bruce, how do I learn more and find out about how to register for the 
conference? 

Dr. Ward: We have a great website, and I know you're going to be putting it down below 
you there. So, I will tell people I can read it, but yeah, our website really tells 
you everything you need to know about registering. There's an early-bird 
registration that people should take into, keep in mind. And also, the weekend 
at the Pacific dental conference, the rugby Sevens are happening in Vancouver 
and we have blocks of rooms set up and the hotel rates are actually very good, 
but the city is going to be full. 

Dr. Ward: So, we would just, you know, we'd recommend that people, if they're coming, 
they book their rooms as soon as possible because the hotels are filling up quite 
rapidly, not only from the dental conference, which is the largest annual 
conference in British Columbia, so it happens every year, the same weekend 
and it's the largest conference in BC on a regular basis. And so we fill the hotels 
in the downtown core and then with the rugby on top of it makes, it very 
difficult. So, we recommend to everybody that you get the reservations as soon 
as possible. 

Dr. O'Keefe: Bruce, thank you very much for this interview; and viewers, I look forward to 
seeing you at PDC 2019 Vancouver March 7th to the 9th. 

Dr. Ward: Well, I'm looking forward to seeing you and anyone else from Canada that 
wants to come. So, we're looking forward to seeing you all. 

 

 

 


