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Over the course of the coming year here at CDA oasis, we're going to be
interviewing the presidents of a number of organizations of great significance to
Canadian dentists and dentistry. Today, | welcome Dr. Maneesh Sharma, who is
the President of the Canadian Academy of Endodontics or CAE as it's commonly
known, and he's an endodontist working in private practice here in Ottawa.
Welcome Maneesh.

Maneesh, what is the Canadian Academy of Endodontics?

The Canadian Academy of Endodontics is the specialty organization for
endodontics in Canada since 1968. The Canadian Academy of Endodontics
promotes excellence and quality in the art and science of endodontics and the
highest standard for patient care. The banner message for the Canadian
Academy of Endodontics is saving teeth, and as you know, saving your own
teeth is much better than artificial teeth, whether it's implants or dentures.

What does the organization do for its members and for others?

The CAE represents the Canadian endodontic community with the American
Academy of Endodontists, the AAE, the International Federation of Endodontic
Associations known as IFEA, and also with the Canadian Dental Association,
through the CDSA, the Canadian Dental Specialty Association. We also interact
with regulatory bodies and government agencies. The CAE is also very involved
with undergraduate dental education. We sponsored two scholarships for
dental students across the country and we're also very involved with
postgraduate endodontic research. The Canadian Academy of Endodontics
endowment fund has contributed over $200,000 over the years to the now
three postgraduate endodontic programs that we have in the country. And |
think they do a great job. Now, the CAE is also involved with promoting the
standards of practice document because we've taken on that responsibility and
that's something | believe that we're going to be talking about in greater detail
going forward. Also, the CAE and one of my responsibilities as president this
year, is to put on an annual meeting which will be next year at Mont Tremblant
from September 18th to the 21st in which we bring in the top clinicians and
researchers in the discipline of endodontics and that's some of the features that
we as the CAE offer to our members. General dentists are always welcome.

What do you hope to accomplish during your year as President of CAE?

John, I'd like to increase the exposure of the CAE and endodontists to the
greater dental community. The CDA approached us to look at creating a
dialogue between our two organizations and that's one of the things that I'm
hoping that we can mutually benefit our two organizations. And one of the
areas that we've talked about is through the amplification of research articles,
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discussion of cases and amplification of the standards of practice document that
| mentioned earlier. As | said, the standards of practice document that the CAE
has put together has taken on the responsibility to indicate all the various
modalities of endodontic treatment and the reasons why that they are
recommended in the indications of where they're merited. And, so that's what
I'm hoping that we will be able to discuss at greater length. Also, | would like to
engage with member and non-member members of the Canadian academy to
help increase our membership for the Canadian Academy because there is only
strength in numbers and one of the benefits of membership was recently when
the executive of the CAE met with Dr. Taillon, the President of the CDA to
discuss the issue of potential lowering of standards for foreign-trained
specialists coming to Canada.

So, that's a benefit for all our members. And the other issue that is a main goal
for me for this year, is that we are having our annual meeting as | mentioned in
Tremblant next year. So, | want to make sure that we put together a great
meeting for everybody and for anyone interested and wanting to go to the
meeting, | invite them to come to our website at www.caendo.ca. And there's a
lot of great information about our educational and social program available for
them there.

And finally, do you have any messages that you want to address specifically to
the dentist of Canada?

You know John, in the end we all want to provide the best quality patient care
for our patients and we as endodontists are more than willing to do our partin
the great team of care to provide to these patients. And as endodontists, we're
happy to provide diagnosis, treatment options and ultimately treatment to our
patients and to consult with dentists such that we can collaboratively provide
the best care for our patients and ultimately increase the profile and acceptance
of dentistry for our patients out there.

Thank you very much for this interview.

Thank you John.



