
was a breakthrough in convening a multi-faceted 
expert group that could advise on how to more quickly 
achieve a cavity-free world. The members of the 
group rarely meet or work together and often have 
very different focuses.

We found that a cavity-free world  
is achievable and many countries have 
taken steps to get there. 

Learning from current global experiences and developments, we must:

 to deliver more rapid progress 

   The Policy Lab (28-29 June 2017) 

   The problem 

   Help us accelerate progress towards  

   a cavity-free world 

Caries shares risk factors with other 
non-communicable diseases such as 
diabetes and metabolic syndrome.  

It is vital to balance the risk factors with 
protective factors.

Caries is not distributed evenly across 
populations, and there are two contrasting target 

groups when dealing with this issue:
•	Those excluded groups without access to care
•	Those with access to types of care which may 

no longer be appropriate

We have still not demonstrated to policymakers  
why a cavity-free future is worth it.

To compete with other political and policy priorities, we 
need comprehensive economic analyses to demonstrate 
the value of action on cavities.

   So why are we not there yet? 

1-2-3, we want to 
be cavity-free!

Put te
eth on 

the agenda!

Untreated 
caries in 

permanent teeth 
affects 2.4 billion 

people

Better equip the dental and 
healthcare workforce

Create prevention-based 
payment systems

$

Demonstrate the value of a cavity-free 
world to: professionals, the public and 

policymakers

   How do we accelerate a policy shift towards increased 

   resource allocation for caries prevention and control? 

 We do not need more evidence to show that 
preventing cavities is possible

Shift public and industry 
behaviours
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