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| know that the alliance offers the opportunity of research grants, something
that many in our dental academic community would be very interested in. Give
us a little bit of information about those.

Right. So, we're entering actually now year three. So, cycle three of the
interprofessional ACFF grants. | joined after the first year of grant cycles as |
took over from Alyssa Hayes who's the former can Canadian-US co-chair. And
so, it's been exciting to see the interest in these grants. We truly call them
interprofessional. So, in order to be eligible as a team applying for these
research grants and demonstration grants, there needs to be proven
interprofessional collaboration and teamwork. So, we're not wanting just dental
professionals to apply and then just name individuals on their teams, but we
truly want sort of teams that come together across healthcare disciplines that
are really committed to making improvements. And so, over the years, there's
been some exciting work done in Canada. So, | know Dr Carlos Quifiones at
University of Toronto received one of the grants in year one and last cycle, Dr
Mariam Amin at the University of Alberta, she received funding as well working
with newcomers.

There's about $50,000 every year in money that's available and the maximum
that a grant could be is $25,000. So, we're trying to make sure that, you know,
because they tend to be very competitive, we want to make sure that we can
benefit a few different teams that are applying. So, at times we have over 50
applications so that's quite exciting to see the interest that it's garnering across
Canada and the US. So, and as well the chapter tries to also make sure that
we're helping activities in Canada and the US. So last year, um, one of the grants
came to Canada at the University of Alberta and another grant went to Dr
Francisco Ramos [inaudible] in California. So, it's been exciting to see, you know,
the commitment from ACFF to make sure that it's looking where it can have the
biggest impact with these activities.

And you mentioned who is eligible to get those grants. Is there a deadline? Is
there an application process?

Right. So, there are applications online, so | can, we can probably with the
presentation, circulate the link to the application. So, deadline is fast
approaching: it's September 14th. And so, it's very strict deadlines. So, we do
encourage people if you are interested in applying to go and look up at the
application and there is a form to fill out as well. It's not, it's not too
cumbersome, but there are some good questions, you know, to sort of show
what is the objective that you're trying to reach, explaining who your team
members are and how you truly fit that definition of being interprofessional, so
that is just not one, it's not just a dentist or a hygienist applying, but it's, you
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know, nurses and social workers and physicians, etc. who are engaged in the
whole process. And then, we'll adjudicate over October and we're hoping by
mid-November to announce the winners again. So, and so we encourage, you
know, don't be discouraged if you don't receive. We encourage you though to
keep applying. So, especially if there's past applicants out there listening, you
know, dust off your application, look at it again, and if you're really passionate
about it, resubmit it, we'd love to look at it again

And | promise to have the links to all of those in the post along with the video.
From what | understand, the alliance is more of an advocacy group, but you do
also have researchers, clinical researchers on your team and Dr. Twetman
comes to comes to mind. What is the role of research in the work of the
alliance? Oral health research that is.

| think, you know, oral health research has huge benefits to the advocacy
efforts. | think not only does research sort of let us know what the current
status might be for the burden of caries in populations and risk factors, but even
research from the academic community really helps to sort of show what are
promising interventions that might hold huge benefits. So, | think over the next
little while we're going to see more sort of reliance on evidence from research
teams to sort of prove, you know, what is a good way to maybe manage or
prevent caries and | think as well our academic communities | think are going to
be instrumental in helping us shift this conversation as well to the non-surgical
or medical management of caries and early carious lesions versus our traditional
surgical approaches with fillings.

Perfect. Dr Shroth thank you so much for taking the time to speak with me
today. | wish you all the best in your endeavors and | hope to host you again on

Oasis.

Thanks. Sure. As always, a pleasure.



